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, resulted in the deaths of 7.5 million turkeys and 42.1 million chickens in the United States alone. Since June 2016, these H5N8 subtype viruses have circulated in Europe and reassorted with local low pathogenicity avian influenza viruses. Group B H5N8 subtype viruses caused the long-lasting second wave of outbreaks in wild birds and poultry in 30 countries in Europe, including the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, and the United Kingdom (4). It is hard to predict whether novel clade 2.3.4.4 group B H5N6 subtype viruses might trigger a similar new wave of massive HPAI H5Nx outbreaks in wild and domestic birds and even cause infections among poultry workers. However, more surveillance data are needed to investigate the genetic diversity and evolution of these viruses and how widely they are circulating in wild birds.
